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WHAT IS AN INDUSTRIAL PH.D.?

REGULATED AT STATE LEVEL 
2011/2023
"Doctorado Industrial" (Industrial Ph.D.) 
applies to programs whose candidates 
take part in industrial research work or 
experimental development projects 
connected to their theses. These projects 
must be hosted by a company or Public 
Administration other than a university. 

They can be carried out exclusively 
at said company or Public 
Administration, or as a joint effort 
between those and the university.

The Ph.D. candidate's work is 
supervised by a thesis tutor
appointed by the university and a 
supervisor appointed by either the 
company or the Public 
Administration.

Tutors can also be thesis advisors 
according to the Ph.D. Rules and 
Regulations for Doctoral Studies in 
Spain.
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Notas del ponente
Notas de la presentación
In compliance with art.15 bis o RD 99/2011  of January 28 modified by Royal Decree 576/2023, of 4 July.
industrial doctorate in Spain is a model of doctoral training that is carried out in collaboration with companies, oriented towards applied research and experimental development. This type of doctorate allows students to carry out their doctoral thesis in a business environment, which facilitates the transfer of knowledge between academia and industry. 



PURPOSE OF AN INDUSTRIAL PH.D.

 The aim is to promote the training of PhDs in an 
industrial environment at companies or at Public 
Administrations. 

 This training consists of experimental development 
or industrial research projects to be undertaken as 
part of their Ph.D. thesis.

 Stimulate the creation of new companies and 
enhance the research and development capacity of 
the participating companies. 

 Contribute to strengthening the country's 
competitiveness and economy.
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS?
IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THE INDUSTRIAL MENTION IN THE PHD THESIS

a) An employment or commercial contract of the Ph.D. candidate of al least one year during the thesis 
development by a private or public sector company or by a Public Administration other than the university.

b) Participation of the PhD candidate in an industrial research or experimental development project hosted by the 
employing company or Public Administration (other than a university). The project must be directly related to the PhD 
thesis of the candidate, who is required to provide a scientific and technical progress report as proof of this attachment. The 
report will be subsequently validated by the university.

c) An agreement must have been signed between the entity, company or public administration and the university
for the academic development of the doctoral thesis, which will establish, as a minimum, the obligations of the parties and 
the industrial property right that may be generated.
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Notas del ponente
Notas de la presentación
the additional requirements that distinguish this industrial doctorate mention are threefold



SUMMARY: BENEFITS OF INDUSTRIAL 
DOCTORATES

Promoting innovation in business

Improving the training of human talent

Strengthening collaboration between academia and industry
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Notas del ponente
Notas de la presentación
Companies participating in these programmes can benefit from tax deductions related to research and development, which incentivises their participation in doctoral training. 
The Ministry of Education annually announces grants for contracts for the training of researchers in companies (Industrial Doctorates).
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